THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

in reality working for another). Forming a quartet with
those we have mentioned was the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, Seiior Mendez Aspe, who faithfully obeyed
Negrin's orders. The other Ministers had lost all sense of
dignity, allowing Dr. Negrin to rule them in everything.

This Government, the most dictatorial and arbitrary
which Spain has ever known, has piled up terrible
responsibilities. It followed a war policy which was
contrary to the will of the people and to the good of Spain.

It suspended the prerogatives of the Head of the State,
and for that reason for many months it had recourse to a
most wretched procedure which was as follows: When the
war was going against us there was a protest movement
among the political parties and syndicalist organisations
so that the President, using his constitutional faculties,
tried to remove his confidence from I)r. Negrin. Then the
Communist Party issued instructions to all Senior Officers
with Communist sympathies to send a message of un-
conditional loyalty to the Prime Minister. As seventy per
cent of the Higher Commands were in the hands of the
Communists, the head of the state got the impression that
the Army was unconditionally attached to Dr. Negrin.

Negrin's behaviour in allowing these expressions
of loyalty made possible the monstrous situation of
an essentially popular army being in a state of latent
rebellion against the power which represented moderation,
a situation which for an army has never existed before in
Spain. Negrin's Government has much to answer for, but
nothing more serious than this.
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